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Veterans Affairs (VA) has made ending homelessness among Veterans a top priority, undertaking an unprecedented campaign to dramatically increase successful outcomes for Veterans and their families who are homeless or at risk of becoming homeless. St. Louis VA remains committed to this goal of ending Veteran homelessness alongside our federal, state, local and community partners. We recognize that ending Veteran homelessness is not a single event in time, but rather is a deliberate effort towards achieving the goal, and then continued follow-on efforts to make sure that the goal is maintained.






Our goal is a systematic end to homelessness, which means our communities: 

· Have identified all Veterans experiencing homelessness. 
· Are able to provide shelter immediately to any Veteran experiencing unsheltered homelessness who wants it. 
· Provide service intensive transitional housing in limited instances. 
· Have capacity to assist Veterans to swiftly move into permanent housing. 
· Have resources, plans and system capacity in place should any Veteran become homeless or be at risk of homelessness in the future. 



“No Veteran Should Be Without a place to Call Home”
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 VA Secretary Bob McDonald
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Interagency and Cross-Cutting Initiatives to End and Prevent Veteran Homelessness





by [Article Author]
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	St. Louis HOPE Programs Presents at the Faith Based PArtnerships Work Seminar 

	The White House Office of Faith Based and Neighborhood Partnerships partnered with COGIC Urban Initiatives to present a panel discussion on opportunities for partnerships between faith-based and community organization and Federal agencies. Acting Homeless Programs Manager, Shaleen Robertson presented on the integral components of faith based partnership in meeting the needs of Veterans in our community.
 


	



2016 Point In Time Count (PIT)
St. Louis VA Employees joined together with community members and agencies throughout our catchment areas  to conduct a “snapshot” count of unsheltered Homeless. Some of these  counts occurred as early as 4am in the morning in efforts to reach those individuals who might otherwise be missed during regular business hours. CoCs throughout our area are diligently analyzing the data from their respective counts.
St. Louis VA Leaders Join Community Partners & Volunteers in Homeless Count
[image: C:\Users\VHASTLROBERS\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.Outlook\Y5RF263F\InstaSize_0325161740.jpg]Keith Repko, Deputy Director of VA St. Louis Healthcare System, Mitzi Marsh, Director VA Regional Office


	cOMMUNITY oUTREACH
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Joanne Joseph, Director of Operations of MH
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Community Volunteers outside local shelter
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Elizabeth Elliott, GPD Liaison; Chris Michalek, Chief of Social Work Service; Sarah Bayliss, VASH case manager 
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Brittany Conners, OTR/R HUDVASH Occupational Therapist

St. Louis VA Homeless Programs is the only program in the nation to have a full-time Occupational Therapist  embedded within the VASH ( Veterans Affairs Supportive Housing) program. St. Louis HOPE programs have been working diligently over the  years to increase diversity among its interdisciplinary teams to ensure Veteran access to a wide range of highly trained specialists. 
Occupational Therapy (OT) is a much needed service for the Veterans we serve, it helps Veterans live their everyday lives despite an illness, injury, or circumstance. Occupational Therapists provide education to promote functional lifestyles as well as provide hands-on treatment to physical, cognitive, and mental health needs. OT focuses on Activities of Daily Living (bathing, dressing, eating) or Instrumental ADLs (leisure activities, handling money, handling household). In the HUD VASH program, OT helps veterans remain in housing by teaching skills in self-care, home management, and a variety of other daily activities.. 
	
	







April is Occupational Therapy Month!
	


OT helps Veterans remain in housing by teaching skills in self-care, home management, and a variety of other daily activities. Occupational Therapists work with the Veteran in his or her natural environment and encourage participation by having the veterans engage in meaningful activities. The goal of Occupational Therapy is to promote independence in functional activities and maximum participation in the context of everyday life.
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“Brittany helping a Veteran to use proper body techniques when completing daily kitchen tasks”









Ending homelessness among Veterans.
Our focus is threefold:
· Conducting coordinated outreach to proactively seek out Veterans in need of assistance. 
· Connecting homeless and at-risk Veterans with housing solutions, health care, community employment services and other required supports. 
· Collaborating with federal, state and local agencies; employers; housing providers, faith-based and community nonprofits; and others to expand employment and affordable housing options for Veterans exiting homelessness. 

For more information about how we are achieving this locally, please participate in our upcoming 
HOPE Summit  
May 13, 2016  1pm to 4pm
Forest Park Community College 

Contact Beverly Arps @ 314.652.4100 ext. 55460 








Upcoming Events:
2 Day Collaborative Event: HOPE Summit & Stand Down May 13 & 14th  2016
Friday May 13, 2016 1pm – 4pm
HOPE Housing Summit “Special Presentations”.  This is our annual summit bringing stakeholders together for strategic planning and presentations on best practices within homeless and mental health services. We will be sending out the program agenda in the next few weeks. We will  highlight our collective accomplishments related to our  5 year plan to end Veteran homelessness along with local and national plans for the next phase. Special emphasis on housing program innovation and specialized integrated service delivery. 
Please RSVP @ Shaleen.robertson@va.gov

Saturday May 14, 2016 9am – 1pm- Homeless Stand Down & Stand Up.
[image: C:\Users\VHASTLROBERS\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.Word\WH 2016 Flyer Homeless Stand Down. Final.jpg]
Please email @ Beverly.Arps@va.gov for hard copies of registration forms.
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9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. Saturday, May 14, 2016

Welcome Home Celebration and
Women Veterans Summit

CareerDevelopmentClasses

Health & Wellness Center

Transition and Care Management
Women Veterans Summit

VA Health Care Representatives
Veterans Benefits Administration
Veterans Service Officers
College Representatives

VA Caregiver Support

Giveaways
FREE Food and Beverages
Children Activities

Pre-Registration can be completed at
Hope Recovery Center, 515 N. Jefferson
Social Work Service — John Cochran
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St. Louis Community College Forest Park Campus
5600 Oakland Ave. St. Louis, MO 63110

Will take place on
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4:00 p.m.
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STANDDOWN.STAND UP FLYER 2016.pdf
Stand Up!

For Women Veterans

" STAND DOWN/"

Working together to end homelessness
among Veterans

W
SATURDAY, May 14, 2016

9a.m. to 1p.m.

St. Louis Community College Forest Park Campus,
5600 Oakland Ave. St. Louis, MO 63110

Housing options, VA Benefits and Vocational Resources
Employment, Legal, Medical, Clothing& Haircuts

Pre-Registration can be completed at:
Hope Recovery Center, 515 N. Jefferson
St. Patrick Center, 800 N. Tucker
Social Work Service- John Cochran

All Veterans are invited to
Welcome

Home/ Welcome Home Celebration
Jarrior Women Veterans Summit
I \ Friday, May 13, 2016

TRANSITION AND 9 a.m. - 4:00 p-m-

"ARE MANAGEMENT

SPONSORING BY ST. LOUIS REGIONAL STAND DOWN
COMMITTEE ORGANIZATIONS AND WARRIOR SUMMIT COALITION:

* City of St. Louis Department Human Services *Department of Veteran Affairs * St. Louis Area
Veterans Consortium * St. Louis County Department of Human Services

If you have any questions please contact
The HOPE Programs at 314-652-4100 x55500
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Veteran Event Registration Form. final.jpg
Welcome
Home/
Warrior

WELCOME HOME WARRIOR SUMMIT CELEBRATION

Homeless Veteran Stand Down and Women Veteran Stand Up

Friday-Saturday, May 13t-14th, 2016

VETERAN EVENT REGISTRATION FORM

“Last Name “First Name
“Male____Female____ *Age:Under 30 3045___ 45-65__ Over 65
“E-mail Address Primary Number
“Emergency Contact: Name Phone

“Number of People Attending: Veterans Guests Children

* OEFIOIF List Specific era Branch of Service

* Active Duty Guard Reserve SpouselSignificant others
*Are you enrolled in the VA St Louis Health Care System? Yes No

*Required Information

Information contained in this form s voluntarily provided and will be used solely by
the VA St. Lous Health Care System and Welcome Home/Warrior Summit Committee.

PLEASE CHECK THE DAY (S) THAT YOU LIKE TO PARTICIPATE:

O Friday 9:00 a.m. — 4:00 p.m. (Welcome Home and HOPE Housing Summit Special Presentations)
O Saturday 9:00 am. —1:00 p.m. (Homeless Stand Down and Stand UP! For Women)

O Both Friday and Saturday

SERVICES AVAILABLE AT THE WELCOME HOME/WARRIOR SUMMIT COALITION CELEBRATION:
Please check all services that nterest you:

___ VAEnrolment ___ Housing Fair ___ VAWomen's Health

___ Veterans Benefit/Claims ___ Colleges and Universities ___Minority Veterans

___ National Cemetery ___ Employment Opportunity ~ ___VACaregiver Program
___ Transition&Care Management ___Legal Consutation ___ Vet Sports Expo

___The Vet Center __ VAMental Health Services ___Health and Wellness Center

Please fax your completed form to:
Robert Whalen,, Transition & Care Management
FAX: 314-289-7999 PH; 314-289-7634
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i 5. ¢ Yesior St v VA Bictience
fro e g GRS
The Department of Veterans A (VA) Veterans Health Admiistration (VHA) s equifed by lavi o mairainthe privcy of your potecie health
information and to provide you with noiceof i egal duties and prvacy PraciCes. VHA s i50 equire o abide by the terms of i Notice and ts

privacy policies I
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WH 2016 General Flyer.Final.jpg
Welcome
Home/
Warrlor

Featuring Navy Band

Great Lakes “Horizon”
Navy Dives and EOD Robots
InteractiveS-T-E-M Tour
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Women Veterans Summit Operation Iraqi Freedom (OIF)
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VA Health Care Representatives

- b Service Members
Veterans Benefits Administration

Free Hair Cut Service SPECIAL SUMMITS INCLUDE
Hoelin & Weliness Contor Homeless Veteran Stand Down
Veterans Service Officers

College Representatives Stand Up! for Women Veterans
VA Caregiver Support Women Veterans Summit
Employment Resources .

Career Development Classes Eventrecognizes all Veterans,

their families, Wounded Warriors

On Line Application Computer T
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Veterans Adventure Abilities Expo e e

Fly Fishing Gateway PVA e oR e o
Kayaking Scuba program Siyow 2
Adaptive Golf Adaptive Bowling Contact: James Flagg at 773-606-6621

or Olivia Lorentz at 314-289-7641

Raffles Caretr,
FREE Food and Beverages o) fo
Children Activities | Warrior Summit
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Volunteer Registration Form.final.jpg
Welcome
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/ Summit

Last Name:, First Name.

WELCOME HOME WARRIOR SUMMITCELEBRATION

Homeless Veteran Stand Down and Women Veteran Stand Up

Friday-Saturday, May 13t-14th, 2016

VOLUNTEEREVENTREGISTRATION FORM

Male. Female. Primary Phone,

E-mail Address:

Emergency Contact: Name Phone.
VA Volunteer? Y N Organizational Affiliation
VAEmployee? Y N If yes, where

Please circle the assignment area you are interested in working

Registration Concessions Safetylguide Homeless Program
Other.
Circle the shift you wish to volunteer: Friday (5/13):  7amto 11am  11amto 4pm

Saturday (5114)  7amto1lam  1famtoipm  Other

Hours worked beyond the normalworkday or on holidays will be considered strictly volunteer hours
and | understand that | will not be paid overtime, compensatory time, holiday pay, premium pay or
differential pay.

Signature Date.

1 certify that the information on this application form is accurate and true to the best of my
knowledge. | hereby waive all claims to monetary benefits for services rendered as a volunteer
worker on a “Without compensation basis.” | understand this waiver applies onlyto compensation
for specific services rendered in the Voluntary Setvice Program and has no relation to any
compensation for other services to which | may be entitied.

Signature of Volunteer Date

,minor child, has my approval and support to work
as a volunteer at St Louis VAMC Welcome Home Celebration

Parentlguardian signature Date.

Please return application to: Voluntary Service (135/JC), 915 North Grand Bivd. (B-011), St. Louis, MO 63106
FAX: 3142897658 or E-Mail: Maura.Campbell2@va.gov

‘V'\ Department of
A\ Veferans Affairs
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“Number of People Attending: Veterans Guests Children

* OEFIOIF List Specific era Branch of Service

* Active Duty Guard Reserve SpouselSignificant others
*Are you enrolled in the VA St Louis Health Care System? Yes No

*Required Information

Information contained in this form s voluntarily provided and will be used solely by
the VA St. Lous Health Care System and Welcome Home/Warrior Summit Committee.

PLEASE CHECK THE DAY (S) THAT YOU LIKE TO PARTICIPATE:

O Friday 9:00 a.m. — 4:00 p.m. (Welcome Home and HOPE Housing Summit Special Presentations)
O Saturday 9:00 am. —1:00 p.m. (Homeless Stand Down and Stand UP! For Women)

O Both Friday and Saturday
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